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Contacting the team
Between 9am and 8pm please go to the
registration desk, located in Student Central.

Out of hours, or in an emergency, please call
0845 287 2044.

Local travel
City Taxis 01274 726 095
Town Taxis 01274 740 655

West Yorkshire Metro
(local public transport) 0113 245 7676

National rail enquiries 08457 48 49 50

Emergency services
NHS Direct: 0845 4567

Bradford South Police Station:
Nelson Street 0845 606 0 606

Bradford Royal Infirmary A&E:
Duckworth Lane 01274 542 200

See page 38 for more on getting help.
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Hello!

Whether this is your first BiCon or

your twenty-first, we're glad to have you
here. This year's BiCon is particularly
special, as it's the 30th time the event has
run. We're told that a thirtieth birthday is
generally regarded as culturally significant,
so we intend to make BiCon 2012 an
Exceptional event.

BiCon has changed a lot over the last three
decades, but the secret to its success
remains the same - it's the people that make
BiCon great. In 1984 people gave time, en-
ergy and resources to make the event hap-
pen and the same is still true. Who could
have known then that BiCon would grow to
the great event that we enjoy today?

On behalf of the community, we’d like to say

thank you to all 30 organising teams, and
raise a glass to the next 30 years.

Libby aud Sonin x
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Special thanks to...
Deborah & the Bradford Uni staff
Jules, Ludy, Jen, Marcus, Sharon, David, Amy,
Grant, Camel, Jamie and Natalya.

Our DJs, Mat, Nick, Simon and Avalon
Rach at Bradford Equity Partnership
Jonathan at MESMAC
The members of the biconorganisers LiveJournal

About the handbook

This handbook contains a lot of information
that may help you before and during BiCon
2012, from how to find the venue to where
to eat when you get here, how to cope with
going back to the ‘real world’ and more be-
sides. We can’t cover everything, so we've
left wide margins so you can add your own
notes.

If you have a Smartphone, the handbook
and timetable is available to download on
the ‘guidebook’ app and as a .pdf on our
website.

Please read the Code of Conduct (beginning
on page 32); by signing for your pass, you
agree to abide by it.

Check out time
Please vacate your room and hand back
your keys by 1pm, on Monday.




Cat - Registration and desk

management

Cat has been going to BiCon since 2003 and
this is her first time on a BiCon team. She
currently lives in Norwich but spent approxi-
mately half her life in Bradford so couldn't
resist being on the team for a BiCon taking
place there. When she isn't running BiCon'’s
she likes knitting, crocheting and drinking
cider (but not all at the same time). Oh, and
by the way she's not as scary as some
people think she is - feel free to say hello!

David - Tech

Apart from being our token boy, David is our
webmaster and general IT guru. He is
responsible for the BiCon website and the
new phone guide. David has been coming to
BiCon for 14 years. He’s run a number of
sessions over the years, but this is his first
time on the team. He is happily poly with
children and lives in a large chaotic house
called Serenity.

Jen - Programme

Jen attended her first BiCon in 2004 and has
been gradually getting involved more
involved with bi organising, this will be her
first year as part of a BiCon team.

She can usually be found working as a
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research scientist, living on a narrowboat or
coxing (male and female) rowing crews.

Libby - Joint head; marketing &

press and enquiries

Libby’s first BiCon was 2006. She fell into
activism soon after and found her self on the
BiCon team in 2008. Libby is a student and
writer who splits her time between Bradford
and London. Libby spends a lot of time trying
to stop her cats terrorising the local wildlife.

Laura - Evening Entertainment
Laura went to her first BiCon in 1996 and
has only missed 2 since then. A regular desk
volunteer, she was on her first organising
team in 2003, led the team in 2007 and now
promises that 2012 will be the last year she
volunteers - she’ll leave it to the next
generation!

Sonin - Joint head; finance &

venue liaison

Sonin first came to Bicon in 2004 (hasn't
missed one since) and it had such an affect
on her that she had agreed to be part of the
2006 team by the end of it! That year she
only dealt with the money, but now she is
also heading up the team with Libby. A scot
living in London, she loves films, and enjoys
lounging in the sun.



30 BiCon’s and counting...

BiCon started life in 1984, when Edinburgh
hosted an event called ‘The Politics of
Bisexuality’. With forty attendees, the event
was considered a great success. The event
was repeated only six months later, this time
as ‘Bisexuality and the Politics of Sex’.

The first residential BiCon was 1989, in
Coventry over four days. For the next few
years the event switched between residential
and non-residential for a few years before
becoming permanently residential in 1995.
Since its inception BiCon has been to
thirteen UK cities. This year BiCon is visiting
Yorkshire for the first time.

In 2008 the first BiReCon (named for its
function as an academic conference, no one
can decide whether the ‘Re’ stands for
‘research’ or ‘reconnaissance’), was held.
Repeated in 2010, the one-day event is set
to become a permanant part of BiCon.

Over thirty years BiCon has grown and
formalised, gaining a set of guidelines and
procedures which govern how the event is
run. It's also gained some traditions -

certain workshops are repeated each year;
the BiCon Ball has become a near-annual
event and today the idea of a non-residential
event is anathema.

¢uo)lg e S Jeyp



It might seem like a cliché, but BiCon really
is what you make it. For some, it's a safe,
social getaway, where being ‘out’ isn’t the
cause of anxiety; for others it’s a learning
experience or a place to meet like-minded
friends, and for others still it's an
opportunity to connect with activists and
plan the next years’ political actions.

Since the beginning volunteers have been
the heart of BiCon.. They have given the
time, energy and resources which have
driven the event forward. Without them the
event would not exist.
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BiCon by day

BiCon proper begins on Friday morning with
the opening plenary which takes place
PEACE at 9.30 am.

Workshops run between from 9.30 am, with
a two hour break for lunch at 12.15pm.

You will be provided with a full timetable
when you arrive, but things sometimes
change and new sessions might be added,
so be sure to keep an eye out. Changes and
additions to the timetable will be published in
the BiCon Daily (available from the
registration desk from 8.30am) and a large
up to date timetable will be placed near the
registration desk too.

On Friday after lunch there is also a sight-
seeing bike ride around the Bradford parks.
Bikes are provided. Have a look at the notice
board for more and to sign up.

If you'd like to be included in the group
photo, please come to the amphitheatre
outside the bar when sessions break for
dinner on Sunday at 5pm.
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The Student Union bar will be open for the
exclusive use of BiCon attendees at the
Following times:

Thursday midday -1am
Friday midday - 1am
Saturday midday - 2am
Sunday midday - midnight

On Thursday evening there is a treasure
hunt around the venue. Please come to the
registration desk at 7.30pm if you’d like to
take part.

There is also a designated alcohol free
‘quiet space’, to be found in Malik every
evening. There are board- and card games
in the quiet space, you are welcome to make
use of them.

Friday night is movie night. We're screening
Alex Morris’ documentary biesexsuealsi*ty,
some of which was filmed at a previous
BiCon, followed by Deepa Mehta’s
Academy Award winning film Fire, one of
the first films in India to explicitly explore
same-sex relationships. In Hindi and Eng-
lish, with English subtitles.

Biesexeueali-ty, runs for45 minutes and
begins at 6pm. Fire, runs for 108 minutes
and begins at 7pm.
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Plenaries

The Opening Plenary

The opening plenary is our chance to
welcome you to BiCon, let you know about
any changes to the programme and intro-
duce you to the people who can help you
throughout the weekend.

The Decision Making
Plenary (DMP)

The Decision-Making Plenary is BiCon's
Annual General Meeting, where you can
help decide on things like who's going to run
BiCon in future years, helping to fund bi
projects, and whether any changes need to
be made to the BiCon guidelines (available
before the plenary and at the pre-DMP
session). The Decision-Making Plenary is a
very necessary part of BiCon. Because it's
so important, it’s never scheduled against
other sessions, which allows everyone at
BiCon to come to it (though it's not
mandatory). This year, it's on Saturday
afternoon.

The Closing Plenary

The end of BiCon is an important time for

us all reflect on what has been achieved and
find out what happens next - for ourselves
and for BiCon. Come along and say good-
bye to us, each other and this year's BiCon.
Beware: sometimes there are tears.
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Making proposals
at the DMP

The Decision-Making Plenary tends to run
more smoothly if the proposals being pre-
sented there have ‘had the corners knocked
off’ beforehand. The session for this is the
pre-DMP session on Friday.

The purpose of this session is twofold.
Firstly, it allows the issues to be discussed in
a smaller, more manageable group where
suggestions can be made and the ideas may
be refined. Secondly, it allows the issues to
be publicised on the notice board and in
BiCon Daily on Saturday, so that BiCon at-
tendees can read the notices and know
what’s coming up. This (hopefully) means
that things appear at the Decision-Making
Plenary on Saturday in a form that is clear to
vote on, with as many ‘yes buts’ and ‘what
ifs’ as possible cleared up beforehand.
Please do read these notices if you're
ntending to come to the DMP; it will make
things run more smoothly if everyone
knows in advance what’s going to be
discussed.
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Finding your feet

Enjoying yourself is the key to a good
BiCon. That’s true whether you're here to
attend sessions, run sessions,
revolutionise bisexual activism, find

your spiritual home or pick people up.

Or all of the above. Speaking of doing all of
the above, don'’t bite off more than you can
chew. You can’t go to every session, and
you can’t run them all, either. If you feel
that you ‘should’ go to a session but have a
gut feeling that you don’t want to, then
don’t go (unless you’re running it, of
course; it's a bit late for second thoughts
then). Some people go to BiCon and never
leave the bar — others never enter it. Most
folk manage a mix of sessions and socialis-
ing, but we’re a diverse crowd.

Avoid things that you won’t enjoy. No one
expects you to participate in everything. If
you’ve gone to a session expecting one
thing and you’ve got another, do consider
either just leaving it or asking about it. Most
session facilitators are happy to take on
board suggestions, and most would rather
you just said something or left than suffered
in silence. By the same token, don’t feel that
you have to go to the parties and events; if
they’re not your cup of tea or you'd like to do
something different like a trip to a local park
or museum, please do. Of course, you don’t
have to be sociable all the time. If you'd like
to take some quiet time, you can do that too.
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Meeting new people

Most years, about a third of BiCon are
first-timers. So although everyone around
you may look as thought they know lots of
people already, that’s probably an illusion.
There are probably people nearby who
would be delighted to discover a fellow
newcomer or friendly person to chat with.
The tricky bit (especially if you’re shy, and
many of the most confident-looking people at
BiCon are shy) is finding them. But even if
you can’t spot them, don’t forget that they’re
around.

Community Info Zone

Coming to BiCon can be quite a learning
curve in terms of different worlds. BiCon
draws its audience from a dazzling variety of
communities. You might meet people who
define as transgender, transsexual, Deaf,
disabled and/or who belong to different faiths
and sub-cultures. You might also hear words
and abbreviations like polyamory, BDSM,
genderqueer and so on.

Look out for the Community Info Zone

near the registration desk. These are

written displays, written by people within the
communities in question, to try to answer the
basic questions about those various areas.
You won'’t be the first person who has
wondered what those words mean.
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The explanations you'll find there aren’t
meant to be ‘official’ BiCon definitions, and
there will usually be people in the
communities who will quibble with some of
the things in there. That’s OK; they're
intended as a starting point, something to
stop you being totally disoriented. If they
provoke interesting discussion, all the better.

Towards the back of this booklet you'll also
find a ‘jargon-buster’, a list of some of the
words you might hear at BiCon that aren’t
necessarily in common use. It's not an
exhaustive list, but it should be a good start.

The registration
desk

The registration desk is the place to come if
you need any help during the event. It's the
best place to find out about changes to the
timetable, hear the latest news, and ask
any questions you might have.

The desk will be open between 9am & 8pm
daily. If you need to speak to a member of
the team outside these hours, please call

0845 287 2044.
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Who are those people in
strange clothes?

One of the wonderful things about

BiCon is that it’s a very unjudgemental place
and many people take the opportunity

to dress up in ways they might not in their
everyday life. Corsets, latex, PVC, body
paint and flowing superhero capes: BiCon
has seen it all (and then some).

Sometimes it's easy to get the impression
that these dressed-up people are of a
different cooler species, or indeed strange
alien weirdos. However, we’re mostly much
the same as anyone else, as you'll find out if
you get chatting to us. In a spirit of true
BiCon diversity, you'll see plenty of people in
their favourite ordinary comfy clothes too,
especially in the daytime but even on the
dance floor.

Not necessarily bi

Not everyone who comes to BiCon
identifies as bisexual, but may attend as the
partner, friend or relative of a bi person.
Some visit as part of questioning their
sexuality. Some might be labelled as
‘bisexual’ by mainstream culture but actually
prefer a different label (such as queer or
pansexual). Some non-bi people feel at
home here thanks to the accepting
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Smoking

Smoking is only permitted in the
deck outside Student Central.

attitude to other non-mainstream
identities and cultures.

There may also be a few people with a
professional interest in bisexuality, e.g. a
researcher, though anyone at BiCon as a
journalist must identify themselves and will
have a different badge. In short, don’t
assume that everyone you meet at BiCon is
bi.

Sex and no sex

Just like in life outside BiCon, there are
those who like to talk about their sexual
activities, and those who don’t. BiCon is
certainly a sex-positive environment, but
you’ll also find plenty of people who would
prefer a chat over a nice cup of tea and a
biscuit.

Because BiCon is such an accepting and
nonjudgmental environment, many people
who attend take the opportunity to be open
about other aspects of their sexuality, some
of which might not be so openly
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discussed in the outside world. If you want to
take the opportunity to learn about these
aspects, you will probably find many people
who will be happy to talk to you about

them. Some things will also be covered in
sessions.

Though it's fair to say that there is a
crossover between the bisexual and 'kinky'
communities, if you are not interested in kink
or fetish, that’s fine too.

/ Noshers’ Network \

Fancy going out for lunch, but don’t want to
go alone? Cooked up a big pot of pasta and
want to share?

The Noshers’ Network meets by the
registration desk at the start of the lunch

ﬁak. Come along to find a lunch buw

Am | bi enough?

In short, yes. Perhaps because there are so
many different ways to be bi, it seems to be
a common thread among bi people to
worry sometimes that they don’t qualify as a
‘real’ bi person. Let’s just say that we’re not
going to be asking for some mythical
certificate of bisexual authenticity.
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Besides, as we already mentioned, BiCon is
open to people who don’t even consider
themselves to be bi. So don’t worry — if you
can respect the diversity of others then
you’re welcome at BiCon, whatever the ele-
ment of bisexuality in your life.

Many bisexual people have experienced
forms of prejudice and intolerance because
of their sexuality, and know first-hand how
difficult it can be to accept yourself when
others do not. As a result, people at BiCon
try to be accepting and non-judgemental.

Take it easy

Because BiCon is such an exceptional
experience, it can feel as though you

don’t want to miss a moment. We don't want
to sound like your Mum, but do remember to
eat and sleep a reasonable amount.

Most people don’t go to things in

Safer sex supplies

A variety of safer sex supplies are available
by the registration desk.

Please help yourself.
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Listening Service
BiCon has a team of qualified counsellors on
hand throughout the event who provide a
nondirectional, non-judgemental listening-
service. If you'd like to talk to someone in
confidence, let us know at the registration
desk, or by speaking to a member of the
team. See page 38.

every session, but take time to chat, snooze,
call home, have a shower or go food shop-
ping. It's not possible to do everything — if
you didn’t fit in everything you wanted to —
well, you'll just have to come back next year.

What’s your pronoun?

Although the majority of people at

BiCon are conventionally gendered, it also
attracts a lot of gender diversity.
Furthermore, it provides a space in which
people often feel safe experimenting with
their gender presentation. Some people
identify (and live full time) as a gender that
you wouldn’t necessarily have predicted
from their appearance; others are playing
with a different role for an evening.

To be respectful, use the pronouns

(he, she, they, etc) which people prefer
themselves. How do you know which those
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are? Sometimes you can guess from a
person’s name or appearance, but
sometimes the only way to know for sure is
to ask. So don’t feel that you ought to know
from some secret sign, and don’t worry if
you get it wrong sometimes, as long as you
were doing your best to be polite.

By the same token, if you want to be known
by a different pronoun than someone’s
guessed for you, let them know. (See also
the Community Info Zone.)

/ First time at BiCon? \

Newcomers are welcome at all BiCon
sessions, but the Newcomers’ Introduction
To BiCon and Fitting & Misfitting sessions

are two that are worth making a particular
effort to attend if this is your first time here.

@he session guide for more informatiO/n.
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BiCon’s accommodation is an

award -winning new complex, completed

in 2011. Accommodation is self-catering,
though you'’ll need to bring your own
crockery, cutlery and cookware if you plan to
use it. There is a coffee shop on site, open
weekdays.

Room Names

The workshop rooms we’re using have
been named after famous Bradfordians:
Hockney - David Hockney was born in
Bradford in 1937. His contemporary art is
collected worldwide.

Malik - Zayne Malik is a member of boyband
One Direction. He was born in Bradford in
1993.

Bronté - Novelist sisters Anne, Charlotte
and Emily Bronté were born in Thornton,
Bradford in the early 1800s.

Archer - Tamsin Archer, who reached
number one with ‘Sleeping Satellite’ in
1992, was born in Bradford in 1963.
Edmondson - Ade Edmonson, actor and
comedian made famous on the alt. Comedy
circut, was born in Bradford in 1957.
Peace - Actor and singer Heather Peace,
best known for her role in BBC3’s Lip
Service, was born in the city in 1975.
Priestley - JB Priestley was an author,
broadcaster and playwright who died in
1984. His drama ‘An Inspector Calls’ is still
frequently performed.

24
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Food & drink

Supermarkets

There is a Sainsbury’s Local opposite the
campus on Great Horton Road, about a five
minute walk from the accommodation.

For bigger shops, there’s a large 24 hour
TESCO Superstore about a 10 minute car
ride away on Canal Road, or a smaller
MORRISONS on Westgate. The free city
bus takes about 10 minutes, depending on
traffic.

Food delivery

There are a number of take-out menus at the
registration desk. Please bring them back
when you're done. You can order food online
at just-eat.co.uk using post code BD7 1DP
(the campus). Please make sure you give
the correct flat name and number.

Restaurants, bars and cafes
The bottom of Great Horton Lane is home to
a number of pizza, kebab and South

Indian take aways. Further afield, in
Centenary Square, there a number of chain
restaurants and coffee shops. If the weather
is fine, there’s plenty of space to sit outside
and watch the world go by.

Check out the registration desk for discount
vouchers for a number of local eateries.
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Volunteering at BiCon is a great way to
meet people, and a great way to help out
the team. If you’d like to donate a couple
of hours of your time, there are lots of
ways you can help out.

* Running a session BiCon'’s timetable is
filled with all sorts of sessions, from the
political to the playful, the educational to
the downright bizarre. Most of the session
slots are filled up before the event begins,
but sessions can be added all through the
event. If you'd like to offer a session, let us
know at the registration desk, and we’ll try
and fit you in.

* At the registration desk The registration
desk is the hub of BiCon. If you'd like to
volunteer for an hour or so it’s a great way
to meet new people.

* As a first-aider or listener If you're a
qualified counsellor or first-aider, and
you’re happy to be on call for a couple of
hours, we'd love to hear from you. Please
email registration@bicon2012.org.uk before
the event; we'd be glad of your help.

*Setting up and tearing down We’re
always happy to hear from people who don’t
mind getting their hands dirty, especially
when it's time to go home.

26
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Re-entry

A lot of people have a sense of post-
BiCon comedown a day or two after

the event ends. It's also common to be
fired up with activistic inspiration and feel
that you can’t wait to hook up again with
some bit of the bi community.

It can be useful to think in advance
about how you might feel when you get
home, and build in a few plans to take
care of yourself. Some people book a day
or two off work after BiCon finishes, to
unwind and catch up on sleep.

If where you live is somewhere

you're not out as bi, it can be good to
stay a night with a friend where you
can talk freely and let off steam. You
might want to fix up your next bi social
event before you leave BiCon, to have
something to look forward to. If there’s
nothing going on where you live, you
could still plan to stay in touch with
people by phone, or to join one of the
internet groups.
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Like most communities, BiCon has its own
language. The jargonny language BiCon
uses comes from academia, fandom and
sub-cultures, mainly in the UK. We can't
provide an exhaustive list here, but we hope
you find these brief definitions useful.

Activism — Campaigning for societal or
political change. A lot of activism is planned
at the Activist Weekend.

Asexuality - Asexual is defined by the
Asexual Visibility and Education Network as
someone who does not experience sexual
attraction.

Ally - person who positively engages with
communities without necesarily having that
identity themselves.

BCN — BCN or Bi Community News is the
UK bi scenes newsletter/magazine. It's
issued every other month. Also frequently
available is Bike Immunity News, a BCN
humour zine.

BiCon Continuity Ltd — BiCon Continuity
Ltd is the name of the entity currently being
set up to look after BiCon's money.

BiFest — A one-day event, a bit like a mini
BiCon.

Biphobia - the irrational hatred, fear and/or
intolerance of bisexual people.

Bisexual erasure - the act of ignoring,
explaining away, or removing evidence of
bisexuality, especially in LGBT activism and
the media.

28
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Bisexuality — Bisexuality is the romantic or
sexual attraction to people of the same and
different genders. For more on bisexuality
and related terms (pansexuality,
omnisexuality etc) please see the
Community Info Zones.

BiUK - BiUK is the UK national organisation
for bisexual research and activism.
Cisgender - Having a gender identity that is
considered to “match” the biological sex
assigned at birth.

GSM - Gender and Sexual Minorities, an
alternative to LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
& Transgender) that some consider more
inclusive.

Heteronormativity - A cultural and societal
bias in favour oposite-sex relationships that
follow a tradition pattern of
Intersectionality — The crossover between
social concepts such as race, class and
sexuality and how they interact with each
other.

Kinky — Kinky is a catch-all term to describe
people who enjoy BDSM and fetish. For an
explanation of these and related terms
(Dom/me, sub, safe word etc) please see the
Community Info Zone.

Kinsey Scale — The Kinsey Scale is a scale
of 0-6 representing of the continuum of
human sexuality, with 0 being ‘exclusively
heterosexual’ and 6 being ‘exclusively
homosexual’. X is used to denote asexuality.
The scale was first published in 1948.
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Klein Sexual Orientation Grid (KSOG) -
Published in 1993, the KSOG expands upon
the Klein Grid by rating sexuality based on a
wider range of factors.

Meet-up - An informal gathering of people
sharing a common interest, often to discuss
that interest.

Munch - Low/no pressure social gathering
attended by people into BDSM

Polyday - Like a BiFest, a one day event
focussing on polyamory and non-
monogomies. For more on polyamory and
related terms (polyfidelity, open relationship,
triad, quad etc) please see the Community
Info Zone situated near the registration desk.
Privilege - The advantages or rights
belonging to a particular group or people
with a particular characteristic.

Safe space - A space where people can
expect to be free from harassment
judgement and intimidation.

Spoons - Roughly speaking, ‘spoons’ is a
slang term for energy levels, especially when
that energy is related to a physical or mental
health condition. See
butyoudontlooksick.com for a fuller
explanation.

Trans* - For a description of trans and
related terms (cisgender, genderqueer, FtM,
MtF etc) see the Community Info Zone.
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Code of Conduct

By signing for your BiCon
pass you agree to abide by
this code of conduct.

Why do we need a Code of

Conduct?

People come to BiCon with different
experiences and ideas of how to behave and
how they expect others to behave. This
Code of Conduct outlines what everyone,
including organising team and volunteers,
can expect from others and what is
expected from all of us during BiCon 2012.

The organisers will try to deal fairly and
respectfully with any issue that is brought to
us. We may also make reasonable requests
that are not specifically included here.
Breaches of the Code of Conduct or
reasonable requests will, in most cases, be
met with a warning from a member of the
organising team. If warnings are ignored, or
in the event of serious misconduct, we
reserve the right to ask anyone to leave all
or part of BiCon. The organisers decision is
final. If you are asked to leave you will not
receive any refund. We reserve the right to
pass on details of complaints to future BiCon
Organisers.
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Public behaviour

BiCon should be a place where people
feel free to express their sexuality, but it is
not a sex or fetish party. We ask that overtly
sexual behaviour be kept out of the public
areas. Please keep public behaviour within
what is normally publicly acceptable.
Consent includes any audience.
Remember that may include not just
attendees, but venue staff and the general
public too.

Everyone at BiCon deserves to feel safe
and no one deserves to be shouted or sworn
at or made to feel threatened. This of course
includes desk staff, volunteers and the or-
ganising team — all of whom are generously
donating their time.

Some spaces within BiCon are restricted

to certain groups of people, e.g. people aged
18 or over or those with a particular identity.
BiCon supports safe spaces and recognises
their value. Please do not breach Safe
Spaces you are not eligible to be in, but if
you are eligible, don’t be afraid that you
aren’t ‘enough’ of whatever group to go.
BiCon attendees should remained fully
clothed in all public areas. Body paint or
blankets do not count as “clothed”. Some
sessions are counted as private areas.

We don’t allow weapons (including martial
arts weapons) on-site except in pre-agreed
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session spaces.

We don't allow animals on-site, except

for pre-registered assistance animals.
Please abide by the smoking zones which
will be clearly marked and explained in the
handbook. It is illegal to smoke anywhere
indoors including on-site accommodation
(including out of any windows).

Passes

People attending BiCon should wear

their pass to all events; if you don't, you
may not be allowed into BiCon spaces until
you do.

Passes are numbered and non

transferable. If you give your pass to
another person you are defrauding BiCon. A
fee is payable to replace lost passes.

No Means No.

No-one at BiCon should be put under any
pressure to join in with things they do not
want to do. This includes:

- any sexual behaviour

- hugs or touching

- taking part in a activity
- disclosing information

- or even having a chat.

It is fine to ask someone once if they
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would like to do something. For example,
"Would you like a hug?". If they refuse,
continuing to ask is pestering them and will
be viewed as harassment. If someone asks
you to leave them alone, do so.

In public, "no", "stop", "don't do that" or
similar words and phrases will be taken at
face value by the BiCon organisers and
volunteers regardless of context.

Respecting difference

BiCon should be a safe space for all
attendees, regardless of race, class, gender,
disability, religion and belief, age or lifestyle.
Bigoted behaviour of any kind will not be
tolerated and should be reported to the
conference desk or the nearest organiser as
soon as possible.

People are welcome to attend BiCon
regardless of how they define their sexuality.

If you ask someone, or are corrected about
pronouns then please try to use them cor-
rectly. We accept people's self-identified
gender for all purposes at BiCon including
single-gender spaces.

Don't make negative comments or
assumptions, or stereotype people on the
basis of their skin colour, physical features,
race, accent or religious belief. Negative
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comments about any aspect of a person's
culture or race, or fetisization of cultural
markers and physical features should be
avoided. An example of this could be, "that's
such an exotic name" or "your headscarf is
beautiful, can | touch it?"

Please remember that everyone is at a
different stage of awareness about various
issues and don't assume people are being
malicious.

If you want support in challenging anyone's
behaviour or anything they've said, please
come and talk to the desk or the organisers
who can assist you or speak to the person
for you.

Confidentiality

Please respect people's privacy, and be
aware that not everyone at BiCon may be
‘out’ about their sexuality. Ask permission
before identifying anyone publicly. 'Public'
includes write-ups on personal websites or
on social networking sites such as
Facebook. Do not take any photographs or
recordings of people without their express
permission. It is your responsibility to make
sure everyone in shot is happy to be photo-
graphed.

If you give permission for your photo to be
taken, assume it may end up online linked to
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you by name as people may not remember
your preferences after BiCon.

If you believe someone has taken your
photograph without your permission you may
ask them to delete the image or ask the desk
or a volunteer to do so for you.

Members of the press should identify
themselves to the desk and at any sessions
they attend.

Dealing with complaints

If you're getting unwanted attention or
witness inappropriate behaviour from
someone, you can tell the desk and we will
politely tell them to stop. We're happy to do
so even if you haven't communicated this to
them, since that's not always easy to do.

If you have a complaint about a breach of
the code of conduct or notice anything that
concerns you, please report it to BiCon
Reception or the nearest team member (who
will be wearing a purple sash) as soon as
possible. If you don't feel comfortable
bringing an issue to us directly, you can put
a note in the organisers' postbox at Recep-
tion, but this may delay our response. The
organisers very much want to know
about things that make people at BiCon
less likely to attend another bi event. If
anything happens that makes you
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Guidelines

uncomfortable or unwelcome - even if
you do not want us to do anything about
it, or feel it is your fault — please let us
know.

The BiCon Guidelines

The BiCon Guidelines, written and

agreed at the 1998 BiCon, are

guidelines describing what BiCon is

and how it should run. They’re

intended to make things easier for

teams running BiCon rather than being
restrictive, and to make sure that any BiCon
covers the bare minimum of requirements
for content and accessibility.

Occasionally they get added to or
amended at the DMP; this requires the
approval of two consecutive BiCons. There
are pending changes from last year’s
BiCon. Details will be made available.

The full text of the guidelines is

available at bicon.org.uk/

guidelines.html and will be available at

the reception desk and the pre-DMP
session. Bear in mind that they’re not
intended so that you can walk around
BiCon ticking them off and deducting
points from the current BiCon team;

you’ll make yourself a little unpopular if you
do that.
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The BiCon Team and Desk

If there's anything you need over the week-
end, please talk to us at the desk or phone
0845 287 2044. Besides knowing where to
find first aiders and listeners, we have lots of
other practical information, and can liaise
with the venue staff about any problems they
can deal with.

Identifying the Team

Team members wearing purple sashes are
‘on duty’. Anyone wearing a purple sash is a
good person to ask if you need help.

Listening service

Being at BiCon may stir up big

feelings of one kind or another that are
difficult to deal with. BiCon provides a
confidential listening service staffed by
experienced volunteers. Our volunteers
come from backgrounds, such as
counselling, nursing, phone helpline work
and facilitating user-led mental health
groups. The listening service volunteers aim
to provide a non-directional,
non-judgemental listening service; they are
not able to provide advice (though may
direct you to other sources of help where
appropriate), nor provide a counselling
service. If you need a confidential listening
ear, ask at the desk or phone 075832 15
619.
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First Aid

If you need first aid, please come to the
registration desk, or find a first aid volunteer.
First aiders on duty are wearing green
sashes. You can also call 07583 215 619.

Security
01274 234 499

Accommodation Office
01274 234 833

Local services

The phone number of the local police and
Accident and Emergency department is at
the front of this booklet. In an emergency
please call 01274 236 999.

NHS Walk In Centre

Park Community Practice

Horne Street Health Centre, Hanson Lane,
Halifax, West Yorkshire, HX1 5UA

Tel: 01422 399858

Pharmacies
Health-Check Pharmacy

127 Great Horton Road, BD7 1PS
Tel: 01274 728502
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Boots
11 Darley Street, BD1 3LE
Tel: 01274 390891

Opticians

KS Naru Opticians Ltd
58 Great Horton Road, BD7 1AL
Tel: 01274 729141

Boots Opticians Ltd
11 Darley Street, BD1 3LE
Tel: 01274 305876

Dentists

S Sandhu

96 Little Horton Lane, BD5 0JG
Tel: 01274 726243

Westend Apex Dental Centre

40 Little Horton Lane, BD5 OAL
Tel: 01274 729 115
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Crisis Services

Alcoholics Anonymous: 0845 769 7555

Bradford Airedale Sexual Health:
01274 200 024

Bradford & Leeds LGB switchboard:
0113 245 3588

Bradford Pregnancy Advisory Bureau:
01274 392 348

Rape Crisis: 0808 802 9999
women & girls only

Shelter: 0808 800 4444
Homelessness and housing

SANEline: 0845 767 8000
Mental health

Samaritans: 08457 90 90 90
Emotional support

Narcotics Anonymous: 0300 999 1212

NHS Direct: 0845 46 47
General medical enquiries

Parentline: 0808 800 2222
Women’s Aid: 0808 2000 247

Victim Support: 0845 3030900
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This handbook was edited by
Libby, with contributions from Cat. Our
thanks to the BiCon 2010 team (from

whom we shamelessly nicked a whole lot
of text).

All information is correct at time of going
to press, and may change.
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